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CHARITIES AND PUBLIC BENEFIT – SUMMARY GUIDANCE FOR TRUSTEES 

1 PURPOSE 

 The Charities Act 2006 introduced new legislation which states that all charities set up  for 
one or more charitable aims must be able to demonstrate that those aims provide a public 
benefit; this is a requirement of charity registration in England and Wales.  

  2   RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that this Committee, acting as Trustees to the Bridge Estate 
Charity, Highfields Leisure Park Trust and Harvey Hadden Stadium Trust, note the 
following:- 

2.1 Charities and Public Benefit - Summary Guidance for Charity Trustees 
(Appendix A) 

 
   3     REASONS FOR CONSIDERATION  
   
          Although charities already had to meet the public benefit requirement, the Charities 
          Act 2006 highlights it by explicitly including public benefit in the definition of a 
          charitable purpose. Every charity has to consider the guidance issued and respond  
          appropriately through the reporting to the public through the Charity  
          Commission.  
 
4 BACKGROUND INFORMATION   
 

None 
 

 5          FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

 None 
 

6 List of background papers other than published works or those disclosing confidential  
 or exempt information. 
 
 None 
 

7 Published documents referred to in compiling this report 
 

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2006. 
Part VI Charities Act 1993 (as amended). 
The Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 1995 and 2000. 
The Charities (Annual Return) Regulations 1997 
Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting by Charities (the Charities SORP) issued in 
1995 and revised October 2005. 



Trust fund Statement of Accounts 2009/10 and City Council Statement of Accounts 2009/10 
Charities Act 2006 
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